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PEPPER'S CAPABLE
WORK AS DEALER

Game in Old Man Green-
law's Back Room.

ONE EYE WINS AND GOES

By DAVID A. CURTIS.

When the one eyed man and
fao friends found themselves ot the
poker table in the back room of old
mun Greenlaw's little saloon in Arkan-
sas City confronting Jake Winterhiot-
tom, Jim Rlaisdell and Sam

no one would have suspected from up-
pearances that the return of Joe nse

moment, and that in consequence the

o bang. Sudden  interruptions  we
always to be Jooked for in a game of
poker in that part of the world, and
cxperienced pluyers gave no heed to
them hefore they came, excepting in

e

pared for them.
Under ordinary
advent of Mr. Bassctt in an apariment
in which a game of draw poker was
in progress would have been a mere
preliminary to his taking o hand in
the game, provided there was room for
him at the table. But on this
&ion, no, 1t was well understood by
all the participgnis in this game
under no clircumstances  whatever
would he engage In aleatory contost
if the one eyed man were a contestant,
His sentiments regarding that gentic-

of rvalry and were only to be ex-
yressed by glutting his overweening |
desire for One Eye's sudden death,

lence would ensue

ter of course way, #o that the

Acvordingly, each one of the six
= extreinely careful in his maniy
tion of the cards it ather ang
Mucoversd any fanit that coulil s
found. Each deal: i his tmn and no
furo box ever delivered the card: mor
exact!y tl any one of them,

Eanch one examined the hands that
came to him, retaited those he des

sired to draw to, called tor
he required to fill and the

as many as
deficiency

resulting from the discard and re-
ceived exactly what he called for, If
not In any case exactly what he de-
sired. In what may be called a1
chapical sense there was nothing in
the game which conld be caled o
question, for nothing could be defected
which could arouse sispi

Nevertheless jt secmed as 1f o
o legs susplelon extsted. even tho

remained latent in the mimds of
ome who entertalned i And as the
game went on this feeling seemed to
interfere curiously with the play,
No one balked at putting up the ante
when it came his turn to do so, for all

knew perfectly well that the ante is

salonn most inopportunely as

-

Preaks Up the Stud Poker

game was Hable to be interrupted with

the sense that they were alwayvs pre-

that |

and who was having much o sayv
whout  potying  whatever A muach
more cquabile temperament than old
man Qreenlaw's might well have lwen
tried =arely, hut not every one would
have colvsd the ditficalty as he i,
“Yo' uns don't ‘pear to be gittin'

!
nowher

Pearsall |

seft to the room wag expected at any

|

t Youd the evidence of his eyes.
circumstances Ihv] s

T

|
ocen- |

man precluded any of the milder forms |

" he eald, after ho had come
in for the third or fowrth time. “Th'
ain't no action.  Mebbe §if )0' was to
change the game they mought be
womepin® mo' a diddin', Draw is the
best, o' co'se, but eyards 18 queer, an’'
if they runs so what they ain't no-
body feels no confilence Into what he
Kits th" ain't liable 1o be no gr'et re-
eults outen it. Not speedy th' ain't,

“Stud pnker's quicker, even if ‘tain't
‘s legitimate ‘s draw, an' th’ ain‘t liable
fo' to be a hellova time to play afo’
the game breaks up, How |f vo' unas
Wias to git Pepper 1o deal stud o' yo'?
I reckon he o'n b d'pended onto, to
some “xtent, an’ iv® g1t him outen the
barroom, =o ‘s ‘t | \\urH have my ‘ten-
tlon d'stracted cope Bassett comin'
in sudding.”

This suggestion <eemed a hitppy one
and was well received by all the piny-

ers. Mo Mr. Pepper was ealled in and |
qruestioned
YOl L don't know,” he said. T

reckon I'd be willin® to deal it T was to
BRIt a reas’nable amount from the kit
Pviding they don’t nahody shoot at the
dealer, case of any argument.”  Aod
when all promised to be careful he
took a seat and the deck and action
began immediately,

Mr. Pepper shufMed the cards thor-
oughly, ecven |if
clumsy about it but ne one of the six
who watched him needed any assur-
anoee as to the honesty of the deal be-

10 prestidizitator,  1f he had been one,
however, he could hardly have given
out cards more conducive to strife
than those the =ix received on the very
first deal.

Blaisdell sat on his left, so the frst
card came to him, Next in order were
Musters, Winterbottom, Foster, Peare

sall nnd Ome kg
'-l-ihl of the dealer,

Vus dealt face
tl neal came
[ hing, nine
bet $5 and
radsed,

The

FULREN

The first round
down in due form, and
queen, seven, ten, jJack,
Pearsall having first say
all stayed,

nest
deuce,

round
nine,

cilme
cight,

King,
and

seven,

Tt was therefore probable that vio- | [““h a pair of sgevens, being high man,

rew 210 in the pot, Winterbottom
tralied, Foster folded, Pearsall teadled,
One Bye hesitated. hut saw the $10 and
Blaisdell mode it $25 to playv.  No one

though no one |

|
i

he was somewhat |

He was |

I

the lnst being on the |

Musters, |

following his en«:

trance, which was extremely jikely to|
oceur in the immediate future. Men
who were accustomed, however, as |
these six were, to play poker l'“']"“i“.“ dropped ont, mt they \.\I'l-!' no
turbed by the imminent prospect of | more raises, so there was< 2155 in the
the bursting of a boat's boiler \\'vrm""’ When Pepper dealt the  fourth
not to be easily shaken. even by the "“,”_"" [
knowledize that an attempt at murdor Phe cards this time fell k Lrey,
would almost certainly be made iy e J0R Fenr and tonsand Blasdell, w“hl
room within a short time, and (hey P of Kings shiow g and only one |
played along steadily and serenely wee in oslahin, pu i f1on :
Only, as was also salld, they were pre. I anh Vowants to fight threae
pared. [FHTTE o sl I cost him that |

One Eve sat facing the door, not los. | 0ea” |
Ing sight of it even while he scanned | Bt i ik Rurpriningly Heshoddy
the ciards which came to him in the | dropped. thougl ne rajse would have
successive deals, He was not a hali- | Peen Justified amd - nene was made,
ftual gun fighter. Lut there was no Aevopdinz!ly thers wis now 3500 more
reasonable doubt that e had a knife | in the pot
secreted somewhere about his person | The final round came gqueen, seven
and thaet he could reach it easily and [ auecns tive and gock, and Pearsall’s
speedily should he be ealied npon o Cards  showineg . were  all  diamonds
use it He did not piro it, how. While Ome Fye's  were  all spades
ever, even when Mr, Mastors took o Byversbody stared in astonishment
resolver from his hip pocket and Laad ol 1 odon’™ know sakd Me Pepper
it alongside his chips on the t csaye |1 reckon they can’t nobedy deal no

g, CIt's kyind o onhandy on e’ interestin' 'no that, Possible full, ¢
o f,..:.,‘-.g. fo =, possibie stralght, possihl

No comment was made, but the flush.,  an® possible  straight  flush,
others followed his example in a mit- |

surfuce |

of the table was somewhat cluttered
with  weapons, Preparations  being
thus completed, there was nothiog to
interfere with the gane.

That is 1o =ay, there was i 2 10
prevent gong through st -
uw poker ganu These were begun o
afterward carsisd on for a o spderalbie
time methodicully and with o
meticulous precision that s 1o be exe
pected when a group of gentemen <t
down togeither who are as well nos
quainted a¥ these =i certainly wers
with the s and the etiguet of
the favorits stime of (hat part of the |
world in whie! Ve

Round after ro wits dealt with
faultlvss skill, Not a vl was fume
ed. Not a mistake was mude, No
ity at couid be detected even
inder 1t serutiny of these exp
was made to interjere with the pu
chance legitimately governing the run
of the cords,

it seemed |

How's that fo'

It was even so, and Bassout,
he really had a King full,
boared carefully before betting,  Mas-
wrs had certaindy three sevens show -
Az amnd would harvdly have
long o= hie haad withovt o baried seven
thouzh e would have been likely 1o
Failst o second ir ad
really b that time.
s not sichuded
Wits her lLie | not desire to drive
andd the presumption was
pro=s ble fours were

a layour?”
though

studied the

stavedd

et hie

wl three of (e

domng Bilsdell ¢

mh

anybwady o

strong Ll

SEVOns,

possihle st

flush
rea-

irnminz. for he 1
rled queen
onlde
theyr
dan-

firs: and taken the

sl afterwanrd Ned
o nor Peatsall was
but as against the tw
phayer of Arkan-
had Tittle chance
0 he chipped, and when Masters bet
g0 and Ome Fye made it he
turned down his full house

It mizht
boest '

zerous,

the chamipnon

felt !h.

siders,
=as iy he

that his | was 1h
I bulities, bu
iw if he shoulll siay
W him
grain ta surrender
bt it

I and

e, desplite t Wi

o S W
atnl the
It went the
with such o hand,
tionably good play
But when Masters ined to
cull and One Eyve took in 8860 withont
u show down the fury of the Arkansas

vhanoe auainst

City players was intense. The visitors
gloated openly. There was ittle doubt
that they were plaving for their come-
mon profit, and they had won 395 of
Arkansas ity money on g finge hand

1t ' was pvided” sakd Pearvsall
with  dead!y empihis Wi they
W' ta b no ootin® at the dealer,
Lt of theyvs anst o’ of that kyind
o' thing did, they waon'i o sl pvie
sfon stand.”  And Mre, Pepper was vis-
ibly intimidated.

“Oh, 1 don't know,” he said. *I

reckon if that's so what 1 won't Jdeal

no mo’”

Wik ot an’ rewdy o The old man wi'n’t
A-pwine toosetthe up first off, but
hally ‘greed to do it rather
ne ‘4|Illllllll on the premises,”

o sl Cme Bve 21 hain®t
no Chjections to oo Hght i U8 nectary,
but they uin't no sense into it if yo'
git the money, peaceable.”

Was L Less |

| Not only did he say it, but it was
what may be ecalled the only compul- | perfectly clear to his hearers that he
'3 1) il s o
Fﬂl’.\k ‘:‘ ‘1n p:k.er, h:l, :]"' oy ?‘.;l.“ ::. meant it aund that mere words would
SMArse ssitancy Aabou .\‘ lk'.. I_ | not avili to persuad: him, wherefore
further with more chilps. Not all six fiveant hastensd outsids for
v Micted with this hesiianey on old man Greenlaw hustened ! {
\'Or~0 . l! 1. but '..',_l “ ”“,'hm bungstarter .nd Mre. Pepper (di-
“I“ oI ‘..‘“I' "“ e m."; ! l.}'., | vined his  puirpose There was eor-
..r-nls'r1 was | hn|-1..-t.u. |n\.ux.1k-.A’| talily something coming to him trom
that three others at the tulie lookes e Kitte. hut he did Dot BLUReIt Gite |
nekance at the cards they received and Jewt T passed out throngl  the
AL 2 i ' *T W s ® Passe i = e
displaved a certain r i : e to hack bi ok doorwns instemd so procipitatels
then for any  eonsiderable amount | hie did L oeven wait (o open the
Mr. Masters and Mr, Fostor wert l| at he did no 2 oW i i ...
Ldoor by the ordinary means but car-
ready enough to put up «hips on the i oy
| 3 o : P el it oo Hitle way with i
liunds they received when th ' oy Wi Mg aBnia S MR
- ' ] s ik LTS -4
dealt, and Winterbottom and l ”'I’; A .:;l,,.. e e S AARs
i b '.”“"”" willing to.0el ol roorn wis ahile te prevent it botat
that Blajedell dealt Lo them, 1l 13v e, whese single optie sones
Lem encountered any serions opposi- § 4T L B ¥ 3 N
Hion ol ties served him more gquiek!y than
on, And a ¥ milnr condition ohta [ another man's two, drew Bin knife
Pough In a less markad degres, o chedd after the fugitive in close pi-
any of the others dealt, Wherefure "TH 1 with the apparent purpose -cf'
. 'y . T8 11+ e . 4 wi)= ! r
ater g Ijllm the inters of the il [ hringing him back even if he shoull
-'|mh|h in the gume Inhgulshed, rh‘u-- to wound him seriousiy  before
This state of affalrs did not e&cui persuading him (o come That solitary
the notice of the proprietor of the, 00 had again been looking in twa
place, who came into the back roum q{“,|- tons wt onee, and had discerned
At intervals to watch the procecdings, Juoe Bassett entering the front door at
Cndenjably  the ald eman was ST e moment wt which .\h'.’
nervous, and ther enoush I-" Lepper had gone ot ot the back,
tnale htim wo. | Afterward, when One Fye met hig
apecting, as the i, o Fee g friemds on an outgoing  boat  he
Bassett peturn from the wild goese D00 el of them anxiously, "Did yuo' |
Chiase into which he had been tricked L0 Gecr on them chips?
by the statement that Ome Fye had b’ dil,” sald Mr. Masters, Th .\‘|
Bone up the strect, he  the old man - L was o hellova time a'ter yo' all donag
Wis anxious for inmediate resaits ot og.ey Passett seon va' go, an' he “r|1t|
the poker table.  Moreover, he g | stralght through a'ter yo', not .~-|u|-|||n‘I
harassed by the e chatter of MUl ast no guestions, so they wan't on'y |
Owen Pepper, who had entercd the ! o' on ‘em thar ag'in us, and onr guns |

‘n to have
|

sot |
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